IDSE101 
Assignment 1 – Research Plan
In your group, produce a written research plan that describes the ethnographic research you will perform. 
1. Using your focus statement as a starting point, discuss the various participants and context you will talk to, observe, and engage with. Plan to conduct in-depth research (1-2 hour research sessions) with at least five people. Include a breadth of types of participants to research. 
· If you need to rewrite or change your focus statement, do it. 

· When you think about your research participants, play out how a potential interview might go (and role play it in your group). How can you make sure you watch behavior instead of just talking about behavior? 

· What are some of the challenges you can anticipate in getting into context? Are there rules or policies, or laws, that might prohibit you from going into various places? How will you deal with these rules?
2. Develop a script for engaging with these people. 

· What, exactly, will you say? 

· What types of questions will you use to provoke action and dialogue? 

3. Prepare a written document that summarizes your plan. This document should stand on its own: someone should be able to use your research plan to conduct research for you, without speaking with you. It should include sections for: 

· Research Objectives –  what do you hope to learn?

· Focus and Topics –  what are you studying?

· Activities and Method –  what is contextual inquiry? How does it work? Why does it work?

· Participants –  who will you talk to?

· Context –  where will you conduct your research?

· Schedule –  when will you conduct your research?

· Script/discussion guide –  what will you say, and what types of things will you discuss?
Due

This assignment is due on Wednesday, 8/27, at the start of class. Please turn in a printed copy, and post a copy to the blog. When you post material to the blog, make sure you include a description of what it is and why it’s important – simply posting the document won’t make much sense. 
Grading Criteria 

	Your points
	Total Points
	Description

	
	
	

	Written Document

	
	25
	Document is detailed: someone could use this document as a research plan, following your intent and conducting the research for you. 

	
	25
	Document is thorough: it contains all of the information listed above. This document should be approximately 5 pages.

	
	30
	Document is thoughtful: provides evidence that you’ve thought through the complexities of getting into various contexts, talking to various participants, etc. 

	
	10
	Clear use of language, no spelling errors, etc

	
	10
	Document is posted to the blog, and the post makes sense and stands along

	
	
	

	Xx
	100
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