Course Syllabus

IDSE102
Design, Society and the Public Sector
Course Description

This class emphasizes the theoretical, social and political relationships between design and the culture of society. Students learn theory and discourse related to designing for the public sector, specifically as related to ill-defined problem solving and the ethical obligations of designers. Students prepare visual representations of complex ideas, synthesizing a variety of viewpoints into a single, cohesive whole. 
Course Outcomes
As a result of taking this class, students will:

· Articulately discuss and debate issues of interaction design in the context of designing for the public good

· Reference and cite scholars and designers that have previously framed interaction design problems 
· Exhibit a point of view that describes the role of design and design thinking in the context of social systems, services and spaces
Grades
The following grading opportunities are available:

	
	Description
	Relative Weighting

	1
	Assignment #1: Our role, and ethics and responsibility
	20%

	2
	Assignment #2: Understanding and placing research in the design process
	20%

	3
	Assignment #3: Designing for those with less
	20%

	4
	Assignment #4: Describing how designers think and act
	20%

	5
	Class Participation
	20%


Schedule of Classes
Section 1: Ethics and responsibility 
	Class
	Topic
	In Class
	Readings for this section 

	8/21
	Design
	Introduction to course

How to give a presentation
	(1A) Edward Bernays

(1A) Maurizio Vitta

(1A) John Dewey
(1B) Victor Margolin

(1B) Emily Pilloton 

(1B) Michael Hobbes

	8/23
	Manipulation
	Discussion of Readings (1A)
	

	8/28
	Globalism 
	Discussion of Readings (1B)
	

	8/30
	Presentation of Assignment (1)
	


Section 2: The Role of Research
	Class
	Topic
	In Class
	Readings for this section 

	9/4
	Value
	Discussion of Readings (2A)
	(2A) Don Norman

(2A) Jon Kolko

(2B) Bill Gaver

(2B) Liz Sanders

(2B) Paul Dourish

	9/6
	Participatory Design
	Discussion of Readings (2B)
	

	9/11
	Work Session
	

	9/11
	Group collaboration: working together
	

	9/18
	Presentation of assignment (2)
	


Section 3: Designing for those with less
	Class
	Topic
	In Class
	Readings for this section 

	9/20
	Poverty
	Discussion of Readings (3A)
	(3A) Chris LeDantec (x2)

(3A) CK Prahalad

(3A) Dean Spears

(3B) Muhammad Yunus

(3B) Roger Martin

	9/25
	Social Business
	Discussion of Readings (3B)
	

	9/27
	Presentation of assignment (3)
	


Section 4: Design Thinking
	Class
	Topic
	In Class
	Readings for this section 

	10/2
	Being a Designer
	Discussion of Readings (4A)
	(4A) Chris Pacione

(4A) Nigel Cross

(4A) Edward DeBono

(4B) Jocelyn Wyatt

(4B) Horst Rittel

(4B) Richard Buchanan

	10/4
	Process

	Discussion of Readings (4B)
	

	10/9
	Work Session 
	
	

	10/11
	Presentation of assignment (4)
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